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and opposed to the schemes of the Radicals who would
defeat it, I could say something definite and positive, but
unless that were the case I could do him no good. As
things were, I should be compelled, while expressing my
personal regard and belief that he would, if elected, be in
accord with the Administration, [to say] that my under-
standing of his position was that his views coincided with
those of the President, and particularly that he favored the
early reestablishment of the Union and of the Government
in all its departments, that he recognized the rights of each
and all of the States, was for the admission of loyal Sen-
ators and Representatives promptly, was against sectional
division and the exclusion of any of the States. Both
Hawley and Owen gave a hesitating but full assent at first;
but Hawley thought the word confidence or belief would be
better than understanding. Owen concurred, yet all of us
saw the embarrassment, and I expressed again my doubts
whether I could give any letter or written statement as
things were without accompanying it with qualifications
which would destroy its effect.

They left me at 1 P.M. to meet Senator Foster, who was
to accompany them to the President, and they were to
see me after the interview, which lasted over two hours.
They expressed themselves satisfied with the views of the
President and his course in regard to the election, his ob-
ject being to sustain his own measures and policy and his
preference being for those candidates of his own party who
occupy that position. He had given Mr. English no letter
and did not intend to take part with any candidates in a
merely local election.

Hawley wished to know if I had read the Civil Rights
Bill and whether I thought the President would veto it. I
told him I had been through the bill, but had exchanged
no opinions regarding it; that I thought it very centralizing
and objectionable, and my impressions were the President
would disapprove of it, though very reluctant to have
further difficulty with Congress.